
Amherst Elementary School Building Project town-wide on-line Survey (possible format)
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Concise overview of the project, the options and the implications of each including pros/cons and 
research findings.

Links to further information.
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Please choose one of the following options:

◊	 I	am	parent,	future	parent	or	former	parent	living	in	the	Wildwood	Elementary	School	district

◊	 I	am	parent,	future	parent	or	former	parent	living	in	the	Fort	River	Elementary	School	district

◊	 I	am	parent,	future	parent	or	former	parent	living	in	the	Crocker	Farm	Elementary	School	district

◊	 I	am	in	the	school	district	but	presently	opting	out	for	charter,	private,	or	homeschooling

◊	 I	am	a	teacher	in	one	of	the	3	current		Amherst	elementary	schools	(this one may need to be ex-
panded or a separate survey for teachers)

◊	 I	am	a	concerned	resident	of	Amherst
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Please choose one of the following options:

◊	 I	understand	little	of	the	issues	involved	in	this	project

◊	 I	have	a	some	grasp	of	the	issues	involved	in	this	project	

◊	 I	have	a	strong	grasp	of	the	issues	involved	and	have	read	through	the	information	provided

◊	 I	have	an	excellent	grasp	of	the	issues	and	have	been	involved	in	the	process	for	some	time
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Please rank in order of importance what you think are the most important aspects of an elementary 
school (1 being the most important and 10 being the least important)

◊	 A)	The	physical	environment	of	the	building

◊	 B)	A	local	neighborhood	community	school

◊	 C)	Equity	of	facilities	across	the	district

◊	 D)	Being	able	to	walk	to	school

◊	 E)	Short	bus	rides

◊	 F)	Physical	environment	geared	towards	“21	century	learning”

◊	 G)	Strong	school	community

◊	 H)	Flexible	space	within	the	school	and	community	space	for	the	town

◊	 H)	Parental	involvement

◊	 I)	Small	schools	where	everybody	knows	you	and	your	child.
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Please rank in order of preference (or please select your preferred option):

◊	 A)	 Renovate	the	existing	Wildwood	school	building.	Fix	only	the	essential	immediate	issues	with	
Fort	River	and	hope	the	state	(MSBA)	selects	Fort	River	in	the	near	for	replacement	or	renovation	
(this	could	be	many	years	away).	This	option	would	keep	the	3	current	k-6	elementary	schools.	

 Capital cost to the town an estimated $XXX* Estimated operational budget reduction $XXX

◊	 2)	 Replace	the	existing	Wildwood	school	building	with	a	building	of	similar	size	on	the	current	
Wildwood	site	conducive	to	21st	century	learning.	Fix	only	the	essential	immediate	issues	with	
Fort	River	and	hope	the	state	(MSBA)	selects	Fort	River	in	the	near	future	for	replacement	or	ren-
ovation	(this	could	be	many	years	away).	This	option	would	keep	the	3	current	k-6	elementary	
schools.	

 Capital cost to the town an estimated $XXX* Estimated operational budget reduction $XXX

◊	 3)	 Consolidate	town-wide	grades	pre-K-1	into	the	existing	Crocker	Farm	School	and	build	a	new	
larger	grade	2-6	school	(750-800	students,	possibly	split	into	2	wings)	conducive	to	21st	century	
learning,	on	a	site	yet	to	be	determined	(most	likely	Fort	River).	This	option	would	mean	closing	
both	Wildwood	and	Fort	River	schools.	

 Capital cost to the town an estimated $XXX* Estimated operational budget reduction $XXX

*Please note that estimates are very rough at this point
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Closing Wildwood and Fort River elementary schools and consolidating town-wide grades PreK-1 at 
Crocker Farm and building a new larger town-wide grade 2-6 school (750-800 students, possibly split 
into 2 wings) would make me:

◊	 A)	consider	entering	in	to	the	system

◊	 B)	seriously	consider	entering	in	to	the	system

◊	 C)	No	likely	effect

◊	 D)	Consider	leaving	the	system

◊	 E)	Seriously	consider	leaving	the	system
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Please read the this statement and select one of the following options:

The town of Amherst must take this opportunity (using 68% state funds) to consolidate town-wide 
grades PreK-1 at Crocker Farm and build a new larger town-wide grade 2-6 school (750-800 stu-
dents, possibly split into 2 wings). Wildwood and Fort River Elementary Schools would be closed 
but more equity across facilities would then exist across the district. Creating this equity and having 
new facilities conducive to “21 century learning” is more important than keeping the 3 current small 
community schools with strong parental involvement, a feeling of belonging and short bus rides or 
walking.

◊	 A)	I	somewhat	agree	with	this	statement

◊	 B)	I	agree	with	this	statement

◊	 C)	I	strongly	agree	with	this	statement

◊	 D)	I	have	no	opinion

◊	 E)	I	somewhat	disagree	with	this	statement

◊	 F)	I	disagree	with	this	statement

◊	 G)	I	strongly	disagree	with	this	statement


